
COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy in Pregnant Women from Marginalized Populations

§Are expecting mothers from 
marginalized populations more or 
less inclined to have vaccine 
hesitancy?

§Why are they more or less inclined
to have vaccine hesitancy?

§Which research supported 
strategies may be employed that 
lead to lower rates of vaccine 
hesitancy in expecting mothers 
from marginalized populations?
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• Vaccine hesitancy occurs at 
disproportionately higher rates in pregnant 
women from marginalized populations. 

• Reasoning for vaccine hesitancy in this 
population ranges and includes but is not 
limited to generational mistrust due to 
systemic discrepancies in treatment, 
cultural factors, 
miseducation/misinformation on vaccine 
safety in pregnant women and lack of 
information on vaccine safety in pregnant 
populations 

• More research is needed on COVID-19 
vaccine hesitancy in pregnant women from 
marginalized populations in order to 
investigate and evaluate the reasons why 
vaccine hesitancy may be higher and to 
used evidence-based practices to combat 
this.
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§ Vaccine Hesitancy is defined as delay 
in acceptance or refusal of vaccines 
despite availability of services

§ Pregnant Women display higher 
levels of vaccine hesitancy. 

§ Marginalized populations display 
higher levels of vaccine hesitancy

§ Populations defined in this study that 
include marginalized communities 
include non-white Americans (Native 
Americans, Hispanic and Black 
Americans) and those from lower 
socioeconomic backgrounds

§ Negative healthcare outcomes for 
marginalized populations occur at a 
disproportionate rate.

§ According to the CDC, pregnant 
women fall into the category of 
individuals who may be at a higher 
risk of severe illness after contracting 
COVID-19 virus.

Leona Markose, Dr. Oyindamola Akinso

Figure 1: Data from COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy: coverage and safety

§ 7 studies were deemed eligible for this 
literature review Vaccine Hesitancy 
occurs at higher rates in pregnant 
women from marginalized 
backgrounds 

§ Marginalized backgrounds displaying 
disproportionately lower rates of 
vaccination include younger women, 
those with non-white ethnicity, and 
those with lower socioeconomic 
background

§ Research supported strategies to 
combat this are still in exploration 
stages


